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Â·Manasseh v. Blue Cross Manasseh v. Blue Cross, 596 U.S. ___
(2020), was a United States Supreme Court case regarding the

constitutionality of the pre-existing condition protections under the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Background The Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act was signed into law on March 23,
2010. The Act included provisions that prohibit insurance companies
from denying health coverage for preexisting conditions and charge

higher premiums based on health status. Section 1501 of the Act
states that "no health insurance issuer, including any federal or State

tax-exempt hospital or medical care corporation, and no health
maintenance organization, shall be required to provide coverage,
including minimum essential coverage, or pay for any preexisting

conditions of an individual insured by the health insurance issuer." In
2014, the Supreme Court of the United States struck down part of the

act, saying that the law unconstitutionally forced individuals to buy
insurance and violated the individual mandate by making these buy-
ins mandatory. The Supreme Court agreed with the reasoning of the

Tenth Circuit court and cited previous cases in finding that only
Congress and not the Court had the power to write new law regarding

preexisting conditions. The Supreme Court did not invalidate the
entire law as many people argued that the portions of the Act that
deal with preexisting conditions were unconstitutional while other

parts of the law remained in effect. The Supreme Court also allowed
states to write their own laws regarding preexisting conditions,
expanding on the bare minimum requirements that the federal

government had set out. The Supreme Court decided not to rule on
any of the states that tried to write their own laws on preexisting

conditions because they did not want the issue to be decided by state
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